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600 Volunteers Gear Up To Provide Free Home Repairs To Neighbors in Need:
National Rebuilding Day 2010 is April 24th

Today, Rebuilding Together South Sound is announcing that it has selected 24 homes and 1 non-profit facility to receive extensive rehabilitation on National Rebuilding Day, April 24th. More than 600 local volunteers have already committed to devoting their time and energy to Rebuilding Day with the shared goal of improving the safety and independence of their vulnerable neighbors in the South Sound. 
National Rebuilding Day is an annual event where roughly 200 Rebuilding Together affiliates across the country bring thousands of volunteers together to spend a day giving back to their neighbors in need by completing necessary home repairs. 
“It takes us months to prepare for Rebuilding Day,” said Amy Hoyte, Executive Director of Rebuilding Together South Sound. “Rebuilding Together South Sound received roughly 100 applications and conducted dozens of home visits before selecting this year’s recipients. Our success with Rebuilding Day is due to the amazing support from local companies and organizations who come together to sponsor volunteer teams and donate resources. Thanks to all of our supporters, we’re able to make a real difference and improve the quality of life for our neighbors in need.”
Since 2001, Rebuilding Together South Sound has completed more than 220 home repair and modification projects.
On a national scale through the collective efforts of Rebuilding Together affiliates nation-wide and thousands of devoted volunteers, 4,000 homes will be rehabilitated across the country on Rebuilding Day 2010. This staggering national impact is made possible by the dedication of local supporters and volunteers. 
Here are some of the homeowners whose homes will be made warm, safe and dry on Rebuilding Day 2010 here in the South Sound:
Michael and Patricia of Auburn, 64 and 61 years old: Patricia has cerebral palsy, which limits her mobility, and last year the couple was involved in a car accident that has Patricia relying on physical therapy to this day. Volunteers on Rebuilding Day will construct a ramp, repair the back deck, finish an accessible bathroom, modify the kitchen, replace the leaking roof and remove mold resulting from the leak.

Shay, 55, Puyallup resident: Shay lost her job due to her disability and was having trouble making ends meet with all of her medical expenses. Volunteers on Rebuilding Day will replace rotted flooring throughout the house, replace a bathtub, tub surround and a kitchen counter, replace the leaking back door and build stairs in the back of the house where there is currently a 3 foot drop from the door. This work will keep Shay safe in her home.
Homer, an 81 year old Tacoma resident: Homer lives by himself in his Tacoma home, which he has maintained to the best of his ability. Rebuilding Day volunteers will repair his leaking roof which has been extinguishing his furnace pilot light, leaving him to heat his home with his kitchen stove. They will also repair his furnace, rebuild his back stairs and replace concrete walkways which have been a tripping hazard. 
About Rebuilding Together South Sound: 
Rebuilding Together South Sound is a volunteer organization that works to preserve affordable homeownership by providing free home repairs and modifications to low-income homeowners. The homeowners served are either elderly, disabled or a family with children. Repairs are completed on or around an annual event, National Rebuilding Day, where sponsoring companies send volunteer teams to provide needed home repairs. Home modifications, which increase the accessibility of a home, are completed by volunteers throughout the year. 
Rebuilding Together South Sound is an affiliate of a national organization, Rebuilding Together Inc., but is solely responsible for its own fundraising, publicity, volunteer recruitment and management. Funds come from local corporations, foundations and individuals. For each dollar raised, at least four dollars worth of work is completed. To date, Rebuilding Together South Sound has provided home repairs with a market value of more than $3 million. 
For additional information about Rebuilding Together South Sound, Contact: Chelsea Muller, Program Manager, at 253-238-0977.
