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Rebuilding Together South Sound
Celebrates
National Rebuilding Day
One of 200 Rebuilding Together Affiliates Joining Forces to Preserve Housing and Stabilize Neighborhoods

Thousands of Low-Income Homeowners to Get a Helping Hand in Communities Across America

Tacoma, WA - (April 25, 2009) - On April 25th two dozen low-income homeowners in the south sound will have something to celebrate. They are some of the 10,000 homeowners across the nation who will receive free home repairs on National Rebuilding Day. National Rebuilding Day is the foundational event of Rebuilding Together, the nation’s leading nonprofit working to preserve affordable homeownership and revitalize communities.  Rebuilding Together South Sound, along with more than 200 fellow Rebuilding Together affiliates across the country and their thousands of volunteers, will rehabilitate and repair homes of low-income Americans at no cost.  Recipients of services include the elderly, disabled, military veterans and families in need.  

Rebuilding Together South Sound is a local affiliate of Rebuilding Together.  Since its founding in 2001 it has completed $2.5 million worth of home repairs for low-income residents of Pierce County, Federal Way and Auburn. 
On Rebuilding Day, Rebuilding Together South Sound and its 600 volunteers will complete home repairs for 24 homeowners in this community.  Here are a few of their stories:
· A’Rica is a single mother living in Tacoma.  She will be receiving a functional kitchen so that her children’s dinner plates are not stacked on the floor.  Employees of J.L. Darling and members of the Master Builders Association of Pierce County Remodelers’ Council will be completing the repairs as sponsors of the home.
· Tacoma Public Utilities is helping Rebuilding Together South Sound see green this Rebuilding Day. TPU is donating compact florescent light bulbs for all projects in their service area and is serving as the house sponsor for Anne’s home repairs. Anne is the widow of a veteran who lives with her elderly mother and teenage son. Volunteers will also assist in building a deck and wheelchair ramp made from donated Trex decking materials.
· Thomas, a 72 year old Coast Guard veteran in Federal Way will be getting a new bathroom and kitchen thanks to BECU and Sears’ Heroes at Home program. A major leak has ruined the only bathroom in the house, which is currently being used by Thomas, his grandkids and their children.
About Rebuilding Together South Sound
Rebuilding Together South Sound was founded in 2001 in response to the growing need for help in the Pierce County area where 44% of the homeowners are low-income. Our mission is to bring volunteers and communities together to improve the homes and lives of low-income homeowners – particularly the elderly, people with disabilities and families with children. Rebuilding Day is our annual volunteer work day during which we make significant repairs for homeowners in need with the help of volunteer teams from our sponsoring organizations.  Additionally we have a year-round Home Modification program which is in its second year, and modifies homes to make them safer and more accessible to someone with limited mobility.  With the volunteer and in-kind support we receive from our community, we are fortunate to transform each dollar raised into a minimum of $4 worth of work for our recipients. This year, Rebuilding Together South Sound plans repair more than 60 homes.
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