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South Sound Volunteers Travel to New Orleans, Provide Critical Relief 5 Years After Hurricane Katrina 
Next week, eight local volunteers from Rebuilding Together South Sound will travel to New Orleans to rebuild homes damaged during Hurricane Katrina. It was five years ago this month that Hurricane Katrina brought devastation to the city of New Orleans and beyond. It was then that Rebuilding Together committed to years of rehabilitation, promising to rebuild 1,000 homes in the gulf coast. 
Five years later, 750 homes have been rebuilt, but the need for repairs is still critical in many neighborhoods. In order to commemorate the fifth anniversary of Katrina, and to celebrate its commitment to rebuilding the gulf coast, Rebuilding Together has planned Fifty for Five, the largest event in the 21 year history of the organization.
At Fifty for Five, the eight volunteers from Rebuilding Together South Sound will be joined by 1,000 volunteers from across the country who together will rebuild 50 homes in one week. The local volunteers’ trip is made possible by generous donations from sponsor BECU and the Board of Directors of the Master Builders Association of Pierce County. 
Rebuilding Together South Sound is one of 46 Rebuilding Together affiliates from 20 states that will be sending volunteer teams to participate in this historic event, taking place from August 24-28th.  
“We’re honored to be able to participate in this amazing event, and to expand the scope of the work we do locally to help address a need that is still urgent in many parts of New Orleans,” said Rebuilding Together South Sound Executive Director Amy Hoyte. “The unwavering spirit of the gulf residents in the face of adversity is truly inspirational.”
For more information about Fifty for Five, please visit www.FiftyforFive.org.
Media Contacts
Local Contact:

Drew Carrigan, Rebuilding Together South Sound       

253.238.0977

dcarrigan@rebuildingtogetherss.org

National Contact:

Becky Carter, Rebuilding Together

202.518.3500

bcarter@rebuildingtogether.org

About Rebuilding Together

Rebuilding Together is the nation's leading nonprofit organization working to preserve affordable homeownership and revitalize neighborhoods by providing extensive rehabilitation and modification services to those in need at no cost to those served.  With the help of everyday citizen volunteers, skilled trades people, the support of local business and major corporate partners, Rebuilding Together affiliates in America’s largest cities and smallest towns make life considerably better for thousands of low-income homeowners and the communities in which they live by completing 10,000 projects per year. Rebuilding Together has programs dedicated to, energy efficiency, veteran’s housing, aging in place and gulf coast reconstruction. 

For more information, visit www.RebuildingTogether.org. You can also follow Rebuilding Together on Twitter @rebldgtogthr or become a fan on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/RebuildingTogether.

About Rebuilding Together South Sound
Rebuilding Together South Sound was founded in 2001 in response to the growing need for help in the Pierce County area where 44% of the homeowners are low-income. Their mission is to bring volunteers and communities together to improve the homes and lives of low-income homeowners – particularly the elderly, people with disabilities and families with children. Major home repairs are completed by volunteer teams on National Rebuilding Day, an annual work day in April. Home modifications, changes that increase the accessibility of the home, are completed throughout the year. With volunteer and in-kind support the community provides, each dollar raised provides a minimum of $4 worth of work for recipients. This year Rebuilding Together South Sound plans to complete 100 projects.

For more information, visit www.RebuildingTogetherSS.org. You can also become a fan on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/RTSouthSound. 
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